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By James W. Martin _ . 

A recent decjsion of the Second District ' 
Court of Appeal Teminds F.lorida lawyers 
what happens when a lawyer fails to put 
the client's address-in a final judgment: Re
cording a certified copy does not make it a 
lien on real property. Even including.the 
attorney's address in thejudgment does not 
help. It must be the client's address. 

In Tomalo v. Kingsley Displays, Inc., 
2003 Fla. App. LEXIS 19266;29 Fla. L. 
Weekly D 12 (Fla. 2dDCA Case No. 2D02-
5702, December 19, 2003), the judgment 
did not include Kingsley's address,.but it 
did include Kingsley's name followed by 
"c/o" and the. address of its lawyer. The 
court said that this did :ilot satisfy the re
quirement ofF.S. §55.10(1). This statute is 
the one that says a -lien on real property is 
created when a certified copy of the judg
ment is recorded in the county in which the 
land is located. The statute also states that, 
"A judgment ... does not become a lien on 
real estate unless the address of the person 
. . .is contained in the judgment . . . or an 

.affidavit with such address is simulta-
neously recorded." The court held that the 
statute specifically required the judgment 
holder's address, so the attorney's address 
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did not satisfy the statute. 

The court cited similar cases reaching . 
similar. results in the First and Fourth dis
tricts (Hott Interiors, Inc: v. Fostock, 721 
So. 2d 1236, 1238-(Fla. 4th DCA 1998), 
and Robinson v. Sterling Door _& Window 
Co., 698 So. 2d 570, 571. (Fla. lst.DCA 
1997)). Thus, it appears that this·simple 
error of not including the client's address 
in a judgment-is. one that is common 

• throughout the state and is one that has 
potentially serious consequences.· 

In the Tomalo case, Kingsley's judg
ment was recorded a year before. Tomalo ~ 
judgment, but the court found that 
Kingsley's judgment did not create a valid 
lien on real property due to its failure to 
i_nclude Kingsley's address, so Tomalo 
won. We can all learn from that lesson: :Put 
your client's name and address on the judg
ment, not just your address, 

James W. Martin is a. corporate, real 
estate, and probate lawyer in St. Peters
burg, who has written for the florida Bar 
Journal and News, ALI-ABA Practical 
Lawyer, and West.Piiblishing, and has 
more information On his Web site, 
www.jamesmartinpa.com. 

Public member sereenlng··panel named . 
Bar President Miles McGrane has named 

members to the Public Member Screening 
Committee, which will review candidates to 
replace public Board of Governors member 
Dr. Vivian Hobbs. 

Dr. Hobbs, a professor at Florida A.&M 
University, is completing her second term on 
the board .and under Bar rules is ineligible to 
be reappointed. 

Named to the committee were board 
member Ervin Gonzalez, who will serve as 
chair, and.board members Nancy Gregoire, 
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Murray Silverstein, John Rudy,. and Dr. 
Solomon Badger, the board's other public 
member. 

The committee will review applicants for . 
the position and recommend finalists to th~ 
bciard. The board will select three and for
ward those names to the Supreme Court, 
which will make the final appointment. The 
new public member will be sworn in for a 
two-year term at the Bar's June Annual Meet
ing, along with other new and returning board 
members. 
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MONDAY, APRIL 19, 2004 

111 U.S. Department of Justice 
9:00 a.m. - 9:J 5 a.m. 
Registration and Orientation, Great Hall 
9:15 a.m. :... 10:30 a.m. 
Federal Public Records Laws and Privacy 
Implications 
Tricia S. Wellman, Office of Information and 
Privacy,-U.S; DOJ 

10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Tour: Great Hall, Murals, Library, Attorney 
General's OHic!a)s • 

11 U.S. Navy Memorial or 
The Old Post Office 

11:30 a.m . .,.. 12:15 p.m. 
Lunch (on your own) 

Ill National Archives Building 
12:15 p.m. - 1:45 p.m. 
Lecture & Tour: Declaration of Independence, 

.. Constitution & Archives Research 

1111 U.S. Capitol 
2:15 p.m. - 3:45 p;m. 
Tour including old Supreme Court 
Chambers sponsored by Senator Bin Nelson 

II The Florida House 
www.flahouse.org 

4:00 p.m. ,.. 5:30 p.m. 
Lecture on Legislating and Lobbying 
T. Nina Oveido, Director, State of Florida, 

• Washington Office • 

5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
Joint Reception - Government Lawyer Section 
and Out-of-State Practitioners Division 

TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 2004 

Ill U.S. Supreme Court 

12:15 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Lunch lil Cafeteria 

1:00 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. 
Supreme Court Tour 

2:15 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Discussion of Amici Briefs and Supreme 
Court Practice • 
Malcolm Stewart, Office of the Solicitor 
General 

. Dan Schweitzer, National Association of 
Attorneys General 

111 _ U.S. Library of Congress 
3:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. 
Library Tour ' 

8:45 p.m. - 5:00 p.in. 
Lecture on _the Congressional Research 
Service, FOIA 
Tara Magner, Counsel to Sen. Patrick Leahy 
(VT), Senate Judiciary Committee • 
Tom Blanton & Meredith Fuchs, National 
Security Archives (lnvit~d) 

CLER PROGRAM 
(Maximum Credit: 8.0 hours) 

General: 8.0 !)ours 
Ethics: 0.0 6ours 

Seminar credit may be applied to·satisly both 
CLER and Board Certification requirements in the 
amounts specified above, not to exceed the maxi
mum credit. Refer to Chapter 6, Rules Regulating 
The Florida Bar, for more information about the 
CLER and Certification Requirements. 

Prior to your CLER reporting date (located on the 
mailing label of your Florida Bar News) you will 
be sent a Reporting Affidavi_t or a Notice of Com
pliance. The Reporting.Affidavit must be returned 

- by your CLER reporting date. The Notice of Com
pliance confirms your completion of the require
ment according to Bar records and therefore does 
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